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LPNP 1. SESIJA

THE FIRST SESSION OF LPNC



Stunda pirms ritausmas, kad tumsa vismelnaka, — ta var teikt par latvieSu nacijas
situaciju 1917. gada novembrT. Tobrid jau vairak neka divus gadus tagadgja Lat-
vijas teritorija bija Pirma pasaules kara frontes saskelta, un simtiem tiikstosu tas
iedzivotaju — Kurzemes un Zemgales beégli, evakuéto Rigas riipnicu stradnieki,
armija mobilizétie — bija izkaisiti visa plasaja Krievijas impgrijas teritorija.
1917. gada septembrT vacu armija ienéma arT Rigu, un Berling tapa okupéto
Baltijas teritoriju aneksijas un germanizacijas plani. Krievija péc politiskos sa-
tricinajumos pavadita gada pie varas brunota apversuma cela bija nacis jauns
radikals speks — kreisie socidldemokrati jeb bolSeviki. Milziga valsts arvien
straujak tuvojas pilsonu kara haosam.

Valka tobrid bija pilséta ar lielako latviesu iedzivotaju skaitu Vacijas vél neoku-
pétaja teritorija. P&c Rigas kriSanas ta kluva par latvieSu sabiedriskas, politiskas
un kultiiras dzives centru. Seit sapulcgjas tie, kurus vienoja vélme Tstenot latviesu
nacijas pasnoteikSanas tiesibas. No 1917. gada 16. novembra lidz 19. novem-
brim (p&c jauna stila —29. novembri-2. decembri) Valka notika Latviesu pagaidu
nacionalas padomes (LPNP) 1. sesija, kura piedalijas gandriz visu ietekmigako
latviesu sabiedrisko organizaciju un politisko partiju parstavji — bijusie Krievi-
jas Valsts domes deputati Janis Goldmanis (1875-1955) un Janis Zalitis (1874—
1919), velakie Latvijas valstsviri Zigfiids Anna Meierovics (1887-1925),
Voldemars Zamugéls (1872-1948), Adolfs Klive (1888-1974) un Francis Trasuns
(1864-1926), rakstnieki Janis Akuraters (1876-1937), Karlis Skalbe (1879-
1945) un Edvarts Virza (1883-1940), filozofs Pauls Zalite (1864-1939) u.c. No
padomes darba gan distancgjas bolSevistiski noskanotie latviesu socialdemokra-
ti, kuriem piederéja faktiska vara Vidzeme.

Uzsaukuma "Visiem latvieSiem!" padome aicinaja: "Lielais atlaiSanas vards ir
atskangjis: pasnoteiksanos tautam! Negaidat vairs citas atlaiSanas! Nemat sev
pasi, ko vesture jums dod, un esat gatavi notirit savas durvis no svesiemiem
apspiedgjiem! Nemat sev pasi $o zemi, kuru miisu tévi ir pirkusi ar saviem asins
sviedriem, un celat tur labaku un taisnigaku valsti neka ta, kura tagad iet boja."
Savukart deklaracija "Arvalstim un tautim" LPNP pauda: "Latvija, kurd ieiet
Vidzeme, Kurzeme un Latgale, ir autonoma valstsvieniba, kuras stavokli, attie-
cibas uz arieni un ieksgjo iekartu noteiks vinas Satversmes sapulce un tautas
plebiscits." No Valkas tika raidits specigs un neparprotams signals par latviesu
nacijas valstsgribu, kam talaika situacija gan vél nelava pilnvertigi istenoties.

Visu nakamo gadu LPNP turpinaja stradat Latvijas neatkaribas laba — arT tad,
kad Vacijas karaspeks okupgja visu Latvijas teritoriju, bet Krievija bolSeviku
vara arvien nopietnak kavéja padomes darbibu. 1918. gada vasara LPNP pilnva-
rotais Zigfrids Anna Meierovics devas uz Rietumeiropu, lai apliecinatu latviesu
nacijas valstsgribu Pirma pasaules kara potencialajiem uzvarétajiem, kam jau
visai driz bija jalemj par jauno kartibu peckara Eiropa. Nedelu pirms Latvijas
valsts proklamesanas sanemtais Lielbritanijas valdibas apliecinajums, ka ta at-
7zist LPNP par Latvijas Pagaidu valdibu lidz jaunas valsts izveidei de facto, bija
starptautiski loti svarigs arguments Latvijas valstiskuma tapSana. Latvijas Re-
publikas neatkaribas pasludinasana Riga 1918. gada 18. novembrT nosledza vir-
zibu, kura gadu ieprieks bija skaidri ieziméta Valka.

LPNP 1. sesija bija nozimigs notikums cela uz Latvijas valstiskuma izveidi, ta-
pec tas 100 gadu jubilejai veltita Latvijas Bankas kolekcijas monéta.
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The darkest hour is just before the dawn — we could say that about the situation
of the Latvian nation in November 1917. At that moment, the territory of the
present-day Latvia had been split by the battle-front of World War I already for
more than two years and hundreds of thousands of its inhabitants — refugees
from Kurzeme and Zemgale, workers of the plants evacuated from Riga, those
mobilised in the army — were scattered across the vast territory of the Russian
Empire. In September 2017, the German troops captured Riga and plans to an-
nex and Germanize the occupied Baltic territories were designed in Berlin. In
Russia, following a year of political turmoil, a new radical force — the left-wing
Social Democrats or Bolsheviks — had seized power by way of an armed coup
d'état. The huge country was falling fast into the chaos of the civil war.

Valka was the city with the largest number of Latvians in the territory of Latvia
not occupied by Germany. After the fall of Riga to the German forces, it became
the centre of Latvian social, political and cultural life. Those united by the desire
to turn into reality the right of self-determination of the Latvian nation assembled
in Valka. On 16-19 November (29 November—2 December, New Style) 1917,
the first session of the Latvian Provisional National Council (LPNC) was held in
Valka, with representatives of almost all major Latvian organisations and politi-
cal parties taking part: former deputies of Russia's State Duma Janis Goldmanis
(1875-1955) and Janis Zalitis (1874-1919); future statesmen of Latvia Zigfiids
Anna Meierovics (1887-1925), Voldemars Zamugls (1872-1948), Adolfs Klive
(1888-1974) and Francis Trasuns (1864-1926); writers Janis Akuraters (1876—
1937), Karlis Skalbe (1879-1945) and Edvarts Virza (1883—1940); philosopher
Pauls Zalite (1864-1939) et al. Latvian Social Democrats who had the real power
in Vidzeme distanced themselves from the Council's work.

In its appeal "To all Latvians!" the Council stated: "The great call for liberation
has resounded: we call for self-determination for all nations! Do not wait for any
other liberation! Take the chance that the history offers you and be ready to clear
foreign oppressors from your doorway! Take for yourself this land that our fathers
have gained with their blood and sweat and toil and build there a better state
with more justice than the one which is collapsing now." The LPNC also issued
a declaration "To countries and nations abroad" stating the following: "Latvia,
comprising Vidzeme, Kurzeme and Latgale, is an autonomous sovereign entity;
its position, foreign affairs and home affairs will be defined by its Constitutional
Assembly and a national plebiscite." Thus a powerful and explicit signal about
the desire of the Latvian nation to have a sovereign state was sent from Valka.
However, the situation at that point was not favourable for its full implementation.

The following year the LPNC continued its work towards Latvia's independ-
ence, even when the German forces occupied the entire territory of Latvia,
but the Bolshevik regime in Russia increasingly blocked the Council's work.
In summer 2018, Zigfiids Anna Meierovics, the representative of the LPNC,
went to Western Europe to confirm the desire of the Latvian nation to have a
sovereign state to the potential winners of World War I; it was not long before
the latter had to decide about the new order in post-war Europe. The statement
of the British government, received a week before the proclamation of Latvia's
statehood and recognising the LPNC to be the Provisional Government of Lat-
via until the new state is established de facto, was a very important argument in
the international context in favour of establishing Latvia's statehood. Declara-
tion of independent Republic of Latvia in Riga on 18 November 1918 finalised
the course clearly outlined a year ago in Valka.

The first session of the LPNC was a significant event towards establishing Lat-
via's statehood; therefore, Latvijas Banka has issued a collector coin dedicated
to its 100th anniversary.



